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Abstract

The number of farmers committing suicide in Vidarbha seems to be steadily increasing.
Farmer life is concerned with cropping systems, irrigation facilities, financing, markets for
agricultural commodities, side businesses and government assistance. The highest number of suicides
in Maharashtra is in West Vidarbha and this belt belongs to orange, soybean and cotton growers.
Vidarbha's backlog was Rs. 10032 crore in 2004 and it is increasing. As a result, shortages of
irrigation continue to plague farmers. Most of the farmers who committed suicide so far were dryland
tax collectors. They were also in debt. National banks do not lend easily to farmers. The poor farmer
climbs the steps of a private lender. His farm is also grabbed by moneylenders. Then the farmer has
no choice but to die. The solution is for farmers to grow a variety of crops. Don't rely on cotton and
oranges. Along with agriculture, other businesses such as poultry, goat rearing, dairy farming from
cows and buffaloes should be added. Farming should be done by implementing projects like
vermicompost rather than chemical fertilizers. The public sale or distribution system of the village
should be created without handing over the income to the traders. Turn to biogas, solar energy. Use
modern irrigation systems like sprinklers. Small dams should be built to block the flow of water from
the hills. Ponds are to be created. Restrict tree felling. All addictions like tobacco, bidis, cigarettes,
alcohol, opium, hashish, cannabis should be expelled from the village. Emphasis should be placed on
eradication of superstition, community marriage, labor, hygiene, education and family planning and
then the thought of turning to suicide will never cross the minds of the farmers of Vidarbha.
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